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Agenda

• HSE update for 3Q

• Oil Spill Preparedness

– Incident Command System (ICS) Overview 

– Annual Oil Spill Drill 

• Incident Response Resources

– Petrochemical Mutual Aid Organization (PMAO)  
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HSE update 

• Submitted the 2024-25 Annual Report per the City of Benicia’s Industrial Safety Ordinance (ISO) 

– Calendar Year 2024 incident summary 

• May 5, 2025 - Incident Follow up

– Submitted the Major Incident Root Cause Report to Solano County Hazardous Materials Division 

the Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA)

– Submitted the Flare Causal Report to the Bay Area Air District (BAAD)

– Submitted courtesy copies to City of Benicia Fire Department (BFD)

• July 23, 2025 - Loss of 3rd party provider of Nitrogen 

– Submitted an Onsite Level 1 notification to City of Benicia 

– Submitted to California’s Office of Emergency Services (OES) a Reportable Quantity (RQ) 

notification due to a 500 lb. exceedance of Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) 

• Provided courtesy notification copy of the submission to BFD

• August 5, 2025 - Mobilized Valero’s Fire Department to assist BFD with a vegetation brush fire 

https://www.baaqmd.gov/~/media/files/compliance-and-enforcement/flares/causal-reports/2025/2025_0505_b2626_s19_01-pdf.pdf?rev=1c1639e683b24349a2aba7ee5916218d&sc_lang=en
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Spill Response - State 

• The Benicia sites are currently regulated by the following agencies:

• Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW)

– Office of Spill Prevention and Response (OSPR) 

• State

– Cal OES (Office of Emergency Services)

– Solano County CUPA

– Cal Fire 
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Incident Command System (ICS)

• Incident management personnel use the 

Incident Command System’s (ICS) incident 

action planning process 

• Ensures internal and external agencies are 

using the same process

• ICS and the incident action planning process 

are used on incidents, such as:

– Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

– Planned events like concert festivals, Olympics, etc.

– Refinery incidents that have offsite impact (e.g. oil 

spill) and require activation of an Emergency 

Operations  Center (EOC)
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July 16, 2025 Annual Oil Spill 

• 39 Valero Benicia Personnel

• 11 Department of Fish & Wildlife (DFW)

• 3 DFW OSPR

• 5 Coast Guard

• 2 OES: Solano County

• 1 City of Benicia Fire Department

• 9 Support Staff 

• 3 Oil Spill Response Organization  
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July 2025 Annual Oil Spill 
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Petrochemical Mutual Aid Organization (PMAO)  

CAP HSE Presentation
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PMAO - Overview 

Mission Statement : An emergency response cooperative of oil, and chemical 

companies.  The primary purpose is to provide assistance (material and equipment) 

to any member facility requiring aid during an emergency.

• Members 

– Chevron - Richmond Refinery

– Corteva - Agriscience - Antioch

– Marathon - Martinez Refinery

– PBF - Martinez Refinery 

– Phillips 66 - San Francisco Refinery 

– Valero - Benicia Refinery



10

PMAO - Overview 

• Originated in late 1940’s early 1950’s

• Monthly Meetings
– Maintain inter-group coordination

– Discuss actual responses

– Lessons learned

• Quarterly equipment deployments at member facilities
– Member to member activation via Chevron Fire Dept Dispatch (Primary)

– Activation to a state or municipal incidents is requested by the Authority Having Jurisdiction of the 

incident

• Annual Exercise
– Large Scale – industrial/local agency involvement
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PMAO - Partner Agencies/Interactions 

• Federal

– United States Coast Guard (USCG), Transportation Security Administration (TSA), Federal Bureau 

of Investigation (FBI), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Business Continuity Plan (BPS)

• State

– DF&W, OSPR, Cal OES

– California Highway Patrol (CHP)

– Northern California Regional Intelligence Center (NCRIC)

• County Health & Hazardous Materials 

• Local Fire Departments, such as:

– CON Fire (Contra Costa County)

– City of Benicia Fire Department (BFD)

• Local Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Providers (both ground & air)
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PMAO - Resources 

• Foam Engines (1,250 to 4,000 gpm)

• Aerials

• Foam Tenders

• Portable Monitors/Monitor Trucks/Trailers

• Portable Pumps

• Support Vehicles

• Hose (thousands of feet)

• Firefighting Foam (80,000+ gallons in Bay Area)
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PMAO - Incident Response examples

• 1989 Earthquake Tank Ruptures

• Pipeline Fires

• Duke Energy (Moss Landing) Tank Fire - 2003

• Big “O” Tire Store Fire – 2007

• Chevron Richmond Crude Unit #4 Fire – 2012

• Rodeo Auto Wrecker Fire – 2015

• Richmond Deal Auto Wreckers Fire – 2016

• American Canyon Salvage Yard Fire – 2017

• Richmond Sims Metal Fire – 2018

• CalOES – Iron Side Mine Fire Consultation - 2018

• NuStar Tank Fire (Selby) – 2019

• Big Rig Rollovers/Fires – Many

• Martinez PBF – 2025


